La Jolla Lutheran Church
Website: LaJollaLutheranChurch.com
Epiphany Sunday
January 8, 2023

WELCOME
WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS TODAY!

WE WORSHIP THROUGH PRAYER AND PRAISE

PRELUDE
Talk to God about your week. Invite the Holy Spirit to be with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP
“This is the day the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.” Psalm 118:24

Please stand

We Three Kings
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Please be seated
WELCOME, GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS (see last page)
PRAYER OF THE DAY (Read Together)
God of Mystery, God of Revealing: as the magi searched diligently for the Christ child,
may we also continually seek your presence. As the light of the star led the magi, we pray
that the light of love will lead us always. May the light of your Word shine upon us now
and lead us nearer to you. Amen.
CONFESSION
Pastor: Lord, we admit to you and to each other,
that we are creatures who either through foolishness or willfulness
often choose darkness instead of light.
Here and now, we surrender to you our fears and proud opinions,
our short-sighted folly, our sins and our apathy
towards change and renewal.
Please forgive the darkness and pain we have inflicted on others,
and restore hope within our own souls.
Trusting your grace, we earnestly pray: “Create in us a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within us.”
Through Christ Jesus our Saviour.
C: Amen!
FORGIVENESS
P: Epiphany is good news!
The Light comes not to blind us but to save us.
Christ Jesus came into this world to save sinners.
In his name God declares to you: Yours sins are forgiven!
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C: Thanks be to God!
P: Take up your forgiveness with thanksgiving,
and live without shame or anxiety.
C: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ enables us. Amen!

WE WORSHIP THROUGH HEARING GOD’S WORD
FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 60:1-6 NRSV

Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth
and thick darkness the peoples,
but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together; they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you;
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

RESPONSIVE READING

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-12 NRSV

A Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to a king’s son.
C May he judge your people with righteousness
and your poor with justice.
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A May the mountains yield prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.
C May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the needy,
and crush the oppressor.
A May he live while the sun endures
and as long as the moon, throughout all generations.
C May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,
like showers that water the earth.
A In his days may righteousness flourish
and peace abound, until the moon is no more.
C May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles
render him tribute;
may the kings of Sheba and Seba
bring gifts.
A May all kings fall down before him,
all nations give him service.
C For he delivers the needy when they call,
the poor and those who have no helper.
SECOND LESSON

Ephesians 3:1-9

NRSV

This is the reason that I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you gentiles, for
surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for
you and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few
words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of
Christ. In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now
been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the gentiles have
become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel.
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me
by the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was
given to me to bring to the gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ and to make
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things.

Please rise for the gospel
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GOSPEL

Matthew 2:1-12 NRSV

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east
came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, and calling together all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet:
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah,
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ”
Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star
had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the
child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the
star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When
they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house,
they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by
another road.

Please be seated
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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Beautiful Savior

MESSAGE FROM GOD’S WORD

Pastor Dan Hill
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Song during the Offering

As With Gladness Men Of Old
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OFFERING

If you would like to give by credit card, you can find a yellow Donate button at the bottom
of our website, LaJollaLutheranChurch.com
ATTENDANCE FORMS
After the offering is collected, the ushers will come back to pick up worship registration
forms. This form is the half-sheet in your program where you can identify your prayer
requests.

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION

A

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,
and for all people according to their needs.

After each portion of the prayers:

A

Lord, in your mercy,

C

hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:
P

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C

Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
C

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil
For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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Please stand

Way Maker

Chorus
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To Chorus

BLESSING
P

May God bless you and keep you.
May God's face shine on you and be gracious to you.
May God look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C

Amen.

A

Go in peace. Serve the Lord!

C

Thanks be to God.

Subscribe to our newsletter and get important information and ways you can connect with
friends. Look for the yellow box at the top of our website, LaJollaLutheranChurch.com
Portions reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship copyright© 1978 and Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under License # SBL10823H/SBL10823L
CCLI #964200 CCLI#20270505 copyright + streaming
ONE LICENSE, License A-718523 Reprint with podcasting
Bible texts from The New Revised Standard Version, reprinted with permission.

12

Events This Week
The link to all events on Zoom can be found at LaJollaLutheranChurch.com
Sunday, January 8
9:30 a.m. Worship / Fellowship Time
Cantor: Sue M Prayers: Sue M Reader: Andrew S
Ushers: Hartwig family Coffee: Amber W
6 p.m. Evening Prayer on Zoom. Click the link at LaJollaLutheranChurch.com

Monday, January 9
6 p.m. Evening Prayer on Zoom. Click the link at LaJollaLutheranChurch.com
Tuesday, January 10
6 p.m. Evening Prayer on Zoom. Click the link at LaJollaLutheranChurch.com
6:30 p.m. Council Meeting on Zoom. Click the link at LaJollaLutheranChurch.com
Wednesday, January 11
10 a.m. Volunteers
6 p.m. Evening Prayer on Zoom. Click the link at LaJollaLutheranChurch.com
Thursday, January 12
6 p.m. Evening Prayer on Zoom. Click the link at LaJollaLutheranChurch.com
Friday, January 13
6 p.m. Evening Prayer on Zoom. Click the link at LaJollaLutheranChurch.com

Saturday, January 14
6 p.m. Evening Prayer on Zoom. Click the link at LaJollaLutheranChurch.com
Sunday, January 15
9:30 a.m. Worship / Fellowship Time
Cantor: Elaine H Prayers: Elaine H Reader: Gudrun A
Ushers: Diane O and Charlie K Coffee: Searight family
6 p.m. Evening Prayer on Zoom. Click the link at LaJollaLutheranChurch.com
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