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WELCOME
WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS TODAY!

Today we welcome Dr. Michael Lodahl, Professor of Theology and World Religions at
Point Loma Nazarene University.

WE WORSHIP THROUGH PRAYER AND PRAISE

PRELUDE
Talk to God about your week. Invite the Holy Spirit to be with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP
“Arise, shine; for your light has come and the glory
of the Lord has risen upon you!” Isaiah 60:1
Please stand

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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Please be seated
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS (see last page)
PRAYER OF THE DAY (Read Together)
Lord, in this holy season of prayer and song and laughter, we praise you for the great
wonders you have sent us: for shining star and angel's song, for infant's cry in lowly
manger. We praise you for the Word made flesh in a little Child. We behold his glory,
and are bathed in its radiance. Amen.

CONFESSION (Read Together)
Almighty God, you have surprised us with your presence in unexpected ways. In the
expectations of our routine, we have missed the treasure that you place before us. We
come to worship you in community often expecting nothing more than the usual. We
begin our days, our weeks, assuming all will run as it always has. We do not look for the
unexpected, for your active presence in our daily lives and for that we confess our
sorrow. Forgive us for not allowing our eyes to catch the unexpected, to glimpse your
glory in the ordinary. In this season, may we see the presence of your Son by the power
of your Spirit in new and transformative ways. Amen.
WE WORSHIP THROUGH HEARING GOD’S WORD
FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 9:2-7 NRSV

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
You have multiplied exultation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
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For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders,
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Great will be his authority,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

RESPONSIVE READING

Psalm 96:1-8 NRSV

A O sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the earth.
C Sing to the Lord; bless his name;
tell of his salvation from day to day.
A Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvelous works among all the peoples.
C For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;
he is to be revered above all gods.
A For all the gods of the peoples are idols,
but the Lord made the heavens.
C Honor and majesty are before him;
strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.
A Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
C Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;
bring an offering, and come into his courts.
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SECOND LESSON

Titus 2:11-14 NRSV

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety
and worldly passions and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and
godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great
God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us
from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.
Please rise for the gospel
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GOSPEL

Luke 2:1-14

NRSV

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him
in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the guest room.
Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid,
for see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

Please be seated
Children Come forward as we light the fifth candle of Advent - The Christ Candle:
The first candle is the Prophecy Candle. The second candle is the Bethlehem Candle. The
third candle is the Shepherds Candle. The fourth Candle is the Angels candle. Today we
light the Christ candle.
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What Child Is This

MESSAGE FROM GOD’S WORD

Dr. Michael Lodahl
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Song during the Offering

Silent Night
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OFFERING

If you would like to give by credit card, you can find a yellow Donate button at the bottom
of our website, LaJollaLutheranChurch.com
ATTENDANCE FORMS
After the offering is collected, the ushers will come back to pick up worship registration
forms. This form is the half-sheet in your program where you can identify your prayer
requests.
PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION

A Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,
and for all people according to their needs.
After each portion of the prayers:

A

Lord, in your mercy,

C

hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:
P

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil
For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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Please stand

Joy To The World
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BLESSING
P May God bless you and keep you.
May God's face shine on you and be gracious to you.
May God look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C

Amen.

A

Go in peace. Serve the Lord!

C

Thanks be to God.

Advent Wreath
Advent means coming...
and this season is a time to prepare for the coming of the Son of God. The four weeks of
Advent are noted by lighting a candle - one each week, and the fifth candle on our wreath
will be lit on Christmas Eve. Each candle represents a different thought:
1st candle - THE PROPHECY CANDLE reminds us that Jesus did not simply “suddenly
appear”. Rather, an entire nation of people, led by prophets, waited centuries in anticipation
of His coming.
2nd candle - THE BETHLEHEM CANDLE reminds us that Jesus came historically, in the
flesh, in a concrete time and place - not a “pie in the sky, by and by” time, but a genuine act
of God in reality.
3rd candle - THE SHEPHERDS CANDLE reminds us that unless Christ comes into our
hearts, as He did to the shepherds, the event for us is fruitless.
4th candle - THE ANGELS CANDLE reminds us of that great and final coming, promised
by Christ, Himself, the end of days when justice will come.
5th candle - THE CHRIST CANDLE reminds us of Jesus’ humble birth in the manger. Jesus
is the light of the world. We will light this candle on Christmas Eve.
Subscribe to our newsletter and get important information and ways you can connect with friends.
Look for the yellow box at the top of our website, LaJollaLutheranChurch.com

Portions reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship copyright© 1978 and Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under License # SBL10823H/SBL10823L
CCLI #964200 CCLI#20270505 copyright + streaming
ONE LICENSE, License A-718523 Reprint with podcasting
Bible texts from The New Revised Standard Version, reprinted with permission.
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Events This Week
The link to all events on Zoom can be found at LaJollaLutheranChurch.com
Sunday, December 25 Christmas Day
9:30 a.m. Worship / Fellowship Time
Cantor: Carol H Prayers: Carol H Reader: Sue M
Ushers: Brad V and Jacquelyn E Coffee: Leslie W
Soloists: Katleen Dugas, Lauren Dorst and Juliet Lyons
Trumpet: Aron Einbinder
6 p.m. Evening Prayer on Zoom. Click the link at LaJollaLutheranChurch.com
Monday, December 26
6 p.m. Evening Prayer on Zoom. Click the link at LaJollaLutheranChurch.com
Tuesday, December 27
6 p.m. Evening Prayer on Zoom. Click the link at LaJollaLutheranChurch.com
Wednesday, December 28
10 a.m. Volunteers
6 p.m. Evening Prayer on Zoom. Click the link at LaJollaLutheranChurch.com
Thursday, December 29 Birthday of Mark S
6 p.m. Evening Prayer on Zoom. Click the link at LaJollaLutheranChurch.com
Friday, December 30
6 p.m. Evening Prayer on Zoom. Click the link at LaJollaLutheranChurch.com
Saturday, December 31 Birthday of Ron B
6 p.m. Evening Prayer on Zoom. Click the link at LaJollaLutheranChurch.com
Sunday, January 1
9:30 a.m. Worship / Fellowship Time
Cantor: Charlie K Prayers: Charlie K Reader: Leslie W
Ushers: Ric and Gudrun A Coffee: Amber W
Communion at the Rail: Mark S
6 p.m. Evening Prayer on Zoom. Click the link at LaJollaLutheranChurch.com
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