
Do the impossible:  
   Have compassion  
   and do what you can with what you have 
 

Jesus has high expectations about what we are capable 
of doing through his power and with the help of the 
Holy Spirit.  

Read John 14:12-13 NRSV: 

Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in 
fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.  I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If in my 
name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
 

What do you think about Jesus’ statement? 

 

Read Luke 7:11-15 NRSV: 

Soon afterwards he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went 
with him.  As he approached the gate of the town, a man who had died was being carried 
out. He was his mother’s only son, and she was a widow; and with her was a large crowd 
from the town.  When the Lord saw her, he had compassion for her and said to her, “Do 
not weep.”  Then he came forward and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And 
he said, “Young man, I say to you, rise!”  The dead man sat up and began to speak, and 
Jesus gave him to his mother.  

 

Over the past year, what scenes have motivated you with compassion? 

 

What actions did you take? 

 

Read Matthew 10:5-8 NRSV: 

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the 
Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans,  but go rather to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel.  As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come 
near.’ Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received 
without payment; give without payment. 



Jesus expected his followers to do what they saw him doing. Which of the five actions Jesus 
listed do you try?  
 
Which do you avoid? 
 
Read Matthew 14:13-14 NRSV: 

Now when Jesus heard [Herod had beheaded John the Baptist], he withdrew from there in 
a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on 
foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion 
for them and cured their sick.  

Jesus wanted to get away after hearing the sad news about John. But when he saw the crowd he 
responded with compassion.  
 
Matthew 14:15-21 NRSV continues the story: 

When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and 
the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy 
food for themselves.”  Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them 
something to eat.”  They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two 
fish.”  And he said, “Bring them here to me.”  Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on 
the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed 
and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 
crowds.  And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken 
pieces, twelve baskets full.  And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides 
women and children. 

Here’s a hypothesis: We aren’t doing as much as Jesus says we’re capable of because 

  1) we don’t have as much compassion/love as we could and  

2) we aren’t willing to start 

To feed 5,000+, you have to be willing to give up your five loaves and two fish, when clearly it 
isn’t enough, and when you’d be left with nothing. 

What do you think? Do those two things keep us from loving action? 

 

Is there some other reason we aren’t seeing more miracles in our lives? 
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